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GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE
HIGHER TIER UNIT 2

SECTION A (30 marks)

Read the article on the opposite page by Peter May ‘Why do people go abroad every
year?’.

What does Peter May think and feel about holidays abroad? [10]

This question tests the ability to read with insight and engagement, to make appropriate
references to texts and to sustain an interpretation.

0 marks: nothing worthy of credit.

Give 1 mark to those who make simple comments with occasional reference to the text, or
copy unselectively. These answers will struggle to engage with the text and/or the question.

Give 2-4 marks, according to quality, to those who make simple comments based on surface
features of the text, and/or show awareness of more straightforward implicit meaning. These
answers may be thin or tending to be unselective in their choice of textual material.

Give 5-7 marks, according to quality, to those who select appropriate detail from the text to
show clear understanding. These answers should be mostly secure in focus on the question
and selective. Better answers should sustain a valid interpretation and be at least beginning
to make inferences.

Give 8-10 marks, according to quality, to those who select appropriate detail from the text to
sustain a valid interpretation. These answers should be thorough as well as methodical,
covering a range of points accurately and clearly making inferences. These answers should
be clearly selective and coherent.

Some points:

e the questions in the heading / opening section suggest his disbelief

¢ he thinks people feel an ‘irresistible compulsion’ to holiday abroad

e he thinks people go abroad because of the ‘green-eyed monster’ of jealousy

e same places every year

¢ he thinks joining ‘lager louts and chavs’ getting drunk and lying on a beach getting
sunburnt are not appealing

¢ he thinks beaches are likely to be full of other people doing the same thing

e he thinks airports and flying are stressful

e he thinks just lying on a beach or by a pool is a waste of ‘a change of scenery’ / he thinks
tourists should at least ‘see the place’ they are visiting / broaden the mind

e he thinks an occasional holiday abroad is fine (but not every year)

¢ he thinks those who holiday abroad several times a year are earning too much

¢ he thinks Britain has plenty of lovely places so going abroad is pointless / unnecessary

e he thinks holidays abroad encourage global warming (not good for the environment)

e no better value than Britain

e mosquitoes / heat rash

Overview:

¢ holidays abroad are overrated
e they are boring and predictable
e the people are no fun either

This is not a checklist and the question must be marked in levels of response. Look for and
reward valid alternatives.
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SECTION A: 30 Marks
Answer all the following questions.
The text on the opposite page is an article, ‘Why do people go abroad every year?’, by Peter May.

The separate Resource Material for use with Section A is an article, ‘Holidays at home are all the
rage. But has there EVER been a worse idea than the ‘Staycation’?’, by Angela Epstein.

Read the article on the opposite page by Peter May ‘Why do people go abroad every year?’.

EIIl What does Peter May think and feel about holidays abroad? [10]

You must use evidence from the text to support your answer.
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Why do people go abroad every year?

What is the irresistible compulsion that some British people have to jet off on a foreign holiday
every year, particularly around now when there’s an occasional shower or two? It's almost as
though the moment someone on Facebook mentions they’re going on holiday, suddenly the
green-eyed monster appears and they’ve got to get away somewhere hot and sunny as well.

Britain is a lovely country and there are plenty of places right here on our doorstep where
you can go if you want to take a break. Need to see a beach? We've got plenty of those too
and the majority of them are very clean and, if you choose the right day, not too busy. Who
needs to join the hordes of lager louts and chavs heading for the usual destinations, getting
drunk all night and lying on the sand like beached ‘red’ whales the next day? Many Brits feel
that they have to travel many miles just to go and lie down on a beach somewhere, a beach
that is likely to be full of other people doing the same thing. You go through all that stress of
going to the airport and getting on a plane just to lie on a beach.

On a side note, | simply don’t understand why anyone wants to lie on a beach all day or
lounge by a pool. If you’re going on a foreign holiday at least get out and see the place. Don’t
just lie on a beach all day or lounge by the pool reading a book. That’s such a waste of a
‘change of scenery’.

When | was growing up we didn'’t fly off somewhere every summer and it’s not something |
particularly want to do now. There’s nothing wrong with the odd holiday in the sun but | just
don’t see the point of doing it every year. And as for those who do it two, three or even more
times a year then they are obviously earning too much money. Besides, all this extra air travel
isn’'t exactly doing the environment any good, is it? It is easy to travel by train in Britain and
help combat global warming by avoiding flying all the time.

| don’t feel bad or depressed when | hear that my friends are going on holiday but | can
appreciate that some people do. My advice is get out and have a holiday somewhere in this
country. If you shop around, a cottage in Britain is no more expensive than a hotel abroad
and, although it rains sometimes, it has never, ever spoilt our holiday. We may not have hot,
sunny weather all the time, but when it does rain — it’s only a bit of water and it’ll soon dry up.
In fact, it’s actually quite entertaining trudging in the pouring rain to some village pub you've
never been to, dodging puddles as you go. Board games or just having time to listen to the
raindrops drumming down can be fun — and certainly beat swatting mosquitoes or dabbing
at a heat rash.

The variety of the weather in this country is actually a big advantage. We experience all four
seasons and the colours of the British landscape look great against moody grey skies. But
sometimes we do have cracking weeks and a couple of years ago we travelled by train and
rented car to the island of Taransay in the Scottish Highlands, Europe’s greatest wilderness.
It looked like the south Pacific and we had a beach of beautiful white sand all to ourselves.

Peter May
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Now read the article by Angela Epstein in the separate Resource Material.

Angela Epstein asks her readers if ‘there has EVER been a worse idea than the
'staycation'?’ How does she try to show that the staycation is a terrible idea? [10]

This question tests the ability to read with insight and engagement, to make appropriate
references to texts and to sustain an interpretation. It also tests understanding of linguistic
and structural devices.

0 marks: nothing worthy of credit.

Give 1 mark to those who make simple comments with occasional reference to the text, or
copy unselectively. These answers will struggle to engage with the question and/or the text.

Give 2-4 marks, according to quality, to those who make simple comments based on surface
features of the text and/or show awareness of more obvious implicit meanings/persuasive
methods. These answers may be thin or tending to be unselective in their choice of textual
material.

Give 5-7 marks, according to quality, to those who make valid comments based on a
selection of appropriate detail from the text. These answers will probably rely on spotting
factual content. Better answers may show some awareness of persuasive method and/or
language and tone, although they may rely on spotting key words and phrases. These
answers should be relevant and purposeful.

Give 8-10 marks, according to quality, to those who explore the text in detail and make valid
comments/inferences. The best answers should combine specific detail with overview and
show understanding of persuasive methods and/or language and tone.

Some points:

e she claims that just the idea of a staycation makes her ‘shudder’

e she describes those who like them as ‘crowing enthusiasts’ (smug and insistent) and
adopts a sceptical tone when listing the ‘advantages’

e she says even the word is annoying

o "baffled" / can't see any appeal

o the staycation is in the ‘so-called’ comfort of your own home

e she uses the example of the journalist who bored her with an ‘endless list’ of the joys of
the staycation

e she sarcastically compares it to ‘grouting the bathroom’ (it is equally ‘riveting’)

e she says the staycation is ‘a contradiction in terms’ (nonsensical)

e she argues a change of scene is vital if we are to recover from the ‘battering’ we get from
modern life

e a staycation means you stay ‘in the box’, seeing the familiar every day / groundhog day

e she questions the ‘noble intentions’ and ‘fabled benefits’ of the staycation

e you are trapped by routine (bills, neighbours, washing up)

e itis not cheap

e she uses the example of the kids watching The Simpsons rather than enjoying supper on
the patio

e she also claims that she and her husband would be lured by work

e she says she won’t miss the comforts of home (cotton sheets and fitted kitchen)

e she argues that a holiday anywhere is better than a holiday at home

e a staycation does not make you feel renewed or recharged

Overview:

e she uses personal experience

e she uses specific examples

e she uses a sarcastic, humorous tone
e she uses a lot of loaded language

This is not a checklist and the question must be marked in levels of response. Look for and
reward valid alternatives.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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SECTION A: 30 Marks
Answer all the following questions.
The text on the opposite page is an article, ‘Why do people go abroad every year?’, by Peter May.

The separate Resource Material for use with Section A is an article, ‘Holidays at home are all the
rage. But has there EVER been a worse idea than the ‘Staycation’?’, by Angela Epstein.

Now read the article by Angela Epstein in the separate Resource Material.

EIZ' Angela Epstein asks her readers if ‘there has EVER been a worse idea than the
‘staycation’?’ How does she try to show that the staycation is a terrible idea? [10]

You must use evidence from the text to support your answer.
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Holidays at home are all the rage. But has there EVER
been a worse idea than the ‘Staycation’?

Organising my family’s summer holiday has
been a bit of a last-minute affair this year,
thanks to various work commitments, as well
as the unpredictable comings and goings of
- our two older children.

However, despite this last minute scramble,
I’'ve come up with some accommodation that
will easily absorb our brood: a six bedroom,
three bathroom property with a large garden
| = = = and ample parking space. Not only is it
the perfect size but the location is perfect
for a multitude of attractions. The house is situated on the doorstep of a sprawling,
cosmopolitan city with all of its many attractions and both the coast and pretty
countryside are less than an hour’s drive away. What’s more the cost is negligible and
there is flexibility on arrival/departure dates.

So why on earth am | hesitating?

The answer is simple. The property | have just described is my house in sunny
Manchester and, though | love the place, | shudder at the thought of taking what a
growing number of crowing enthusiasts are calling the ‘staycation’.

This annoying word has been coined to describe taking a vacation in the so-called
comfort of your own home. It’s a concept that is already big in America and is now
finding increasing appeal here in the UK, and frankly I'm baffled.

| accept that practical concerns may make it impossible for some people to take a
proper holiday. The credit crunch has hit the pocket hard and this doubtless explains
why a recent survey found that 58% of Brits are more likely to spend their summer
holiday at home, taking local day trips. What | cannot understand is why those who do
have the choice to go away still think staying at home is a better option.

They boast about reducing their carbon footprint, dodging the chaos of airport check-
ins and skipping all that scuffling for a sun lounger. Some — usually those without
children — maintain that to youngsters a beach is a beach, whether it's in Southport or
the South Pacific.

Last week, when | was asked to debate this issue on the radio, | almost lost the will to
live as a female journalist rhapsodised about her staycation: long lie-ins, catching up
with friends, visiting local exhibitions... the list unfortunately was endless. It sounded
as riveting as a weekend spent grouting the bathroom (which was probably on her
staycation radar too). You see, in my mind, holidaying at home is a contradiction in
terms, since a change of scene is vital if we are to recover from the battering we get
from our 24/7 culture.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd. (4942-024)

The destination doesn’t
really matter, whether it’'s
sizzling in the Balearics
or camping in the Lake
District. What matters
is being out of the box,
going to a place where
even mundane, everyday
activities have a refreshing
appeal because the
location lacks familiarity.
You can't compare
bumping into the same
old jaded faces at your
; ¥ e N 1 local Tesco with buying
some milk from a tiny V|Ilage store in the nghlands or struggling with the lingo in a
French supermarché. A staycation is like groundhog day with a few trips to the local
museum thrown in. | simply don’t believe that the noble intentions and fabled benefits
of this new way of holidaying stand up to a moment’s scrutiny.
When you stay at home, all those exciting day trips are hemmed in by the four walls of
your routine. You return from your outing only to find the gas bill on the mat, a neighbour
at the door moaning about your communal fence panels or cornflakes shrivelling on
those breakfast dishes you forgot to wash up.
It's not even that cheap to stay at home. Last Sunday my husband and | took two of
our children out to hire bikes in the Cheshire countryside, about an hour away from
our home. The bill for the two bikes was £100 for three hours’ entertainment. Throw in
petrol and food and the final total was almost double. Multiply it all by a fortnight and
you'd be better off sitting on a beach in France.
To test the staycation theory, | planned to prolong the holiday feel of our day out with
a lovely supper outside in the garden. But when we got back the kids shot a withering
glance at the patio and slunk away to watch the Simpsons.
You see, a day trip might offer you family time, but back in the house it’s open season
for all the routine things that compete for our attention. And then there is work. If we
stayed at home, my husband would be sneaking into his office every time my back
was turned. And I'd also find it hard to resist the lure of e-mails for fear of losing some
lucrative job.
Now, | don't really care where we end up this summer, so long as it's not at home. |
won’'t miss my cotton sheets and my fitted kitchen. I'll swap it all for anywhere as long
as | only have to see my house as a retreating vision in the rear view mirror. Hopefully,
I'll return feeling renewed, recharged and with an added appreciation of my home
comforts. Something tells me taking a staycation dip in our back garden paddling pool
just wouldn’t have the same effect.

Angela Epstein

© WJEC CBAC Ltd. (4942-02A)
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To answer this question you will need to refer to both texts.

Compare and contrast what these two writers say about why people might take
holidays in Britain. [10]

This question tests the ability to select material appropriate to purpose, to collate material
from different sources and make cross-references

0 marks: nothing worthy of credit.

Give 1 mark to those who copy unselectively with little sense of the question (fails to identify
writers/texts at all).

Give 2-4 marks, according to quality, to those who identify the writers/texts in some way and
see a limited range of points, showing at least some ability to make comparisons.

Give 5-7 marks, according to quality, to those who clearly identify the texts/writers and see a
range of valid points, organising the answer clearly and appropriately to collate material from
different sources. Better answers should make comparisons and cross-references.

Give 8-10 marks, according to quality, to those who clearly identify the writers/texts and see a
wide range of valid points, organising the answer clearly and appropriately to collate material
from different sources and make precise cross-references. These answers will be clear and
coherent, making a purposeful selection of material from the texts.

Epstein:

e it can be convenient

e accommodation can be cheap (if you stay at home)

e coast and countryside in easy reach

e countryside is "pretty"

¢ there is flexibility in departure/arrival dates

e itis an option for those who cannot afford a ‘proper' holiday
o lie-ins / visit friends / local attractions

e No airport stress

¢ no scuffling for sun loungers

e good for the environment

e it can be refreshing (as long as you do not stay at home)

May:

e itis ‘on the doorstep’ (convenient)

e Britain is ‘lovely’

e plenty of places to go / things to do

e plenty of beaches

e clean beaches

e avoid chavs / lager louts

e airport stress

e easy to travel by train

e often they are not busy

e it helps the environment

e not expensive accommodation (cottage)
e rain doesn’t spoil it (it can actually be fun)
e itis better than mosquitoes and heat rash
e the variety of weather is an advantage

e the Highlands can be magical/like the south Pacific

This is not a checklist and the question must be marked in levels of response. Look for and
reward valid alternatives.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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SECTION A: 30 Marks
Answer all the following questions.
The text on the opposite page is an article, ‘Why do people go abroad every year?’, by Peter May.

The separate Resource Material for use with Section A is an article, ‘Holidays at home are all the
rage. But has there EVER been a worse idea than the ‘Staycation’?’, by Angela Epstein.

To answer this question you will need to refer to both texts.

n Compare and contrast what these two writers say about why people might take holidays
in Britain. [10]

You must make it clear from which text you get your information.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd. (4942-02)





Why do people go abroad every year?

What is the irresistible compulsion that some British people have to jet off on a foreign holiday
every year, particularly around now when there’s an occasional shower or two? It's almost as
though the moment someone on Facebook mentions they’re going on holiday, suddenly the
green-eyed monster appears and they’ve got to get away somewhere hot and sunny as well.

Britain is a lovely country and there are plenty of places right here on our doorstep where
you can go if you want to take a break. Need to see a beach? We've got plenty of those too
and the majority of them are very clean and, if you choose the right day, not too busy. Who
needs to join the hordes of lager louts and chavs heading for the usual destinations, getting
drunk all night and lying on the sand like beached ‘red’ whales the next day? Many Brits feel
that they have to travel many miles just to go and lie down on a beach somewhere, a beach
that is likely to be full of other people doing the same thing. You go through all that stress of
going to the airport and getting on a plane just to lie on a beach.

On a side note, | simply don’t understand why anyone wants to lie on a beach all day or
lounge by a pool. If you’re going on a foreign holiday at least get out and see the place. Don’t
just lie on a beach all day or lounge by the pool reading a book. That’s such a waste of a
‘change of scenery’.

When | was growing up we didn'’t fly off somewhere every summer and it’s not something |
particularly want to do now. There’s nothing wrong with the odd holiday in the sun but | just
don’t see the point of doing it every year. And as for those who do it two, three or even more
times a year then they are obviously earning too much money. Besides, all this extra air travel
isn’'t exactly doing the environment any good, is it? It is easy to travel by train in Britain and
help combat global warming by avoiding flying all the time.

| don’t feel bad or depressed when | hear that my friends are going on holiday but | can
appreciate that some people do. My advice is get out and have a holiday somewhere in this
country. If you shop around, a cottage in Britain is no more expensive than a hotel abroad
and, although it rains sometimes, it has never, ever spoilt our holiday. We may not have hot,
sunny weather all the time, but when it does rain — it’s only a bit of water and it’ll soon dry up.
In fact, it’s actually quite entertaining trudging in the pouring rain to some village pub you've
never been to, dodging puddles as you go. Board games or just having time to listen to the
raindrops drumming down can be fun — and certainly beat swatting mosquitoes or dabbing
at a heat rash.

The variety of the weather in this country is actually a big advantage. We experience all four
seasons and the colours of the British landscape look great against moody grey skies. But
sometimes we do have cracking weeks and a couple of years ago we travelled by train and
rented car to the island of Taransay in the Scottish Highlands, Europe’s greatest wilderness.
It looked like the south Pacific and we had a beach of beautiful white sand all to ourselves.

Peter May
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Holidays at home are all the rage. But has there EVER
been a worse idea than the ‘Staycation’?

Organising my family’s summer holiday has
been a bit of a last-minute affair this year,
thanks to various work commitments, as well
as the unpredictable comings and goings of
- our two older children.

However, despite this last minute scramble,
I’'ve come up with some accommodation that
will easily absorb our brood: a six bedroom,
three bathroom property with a large garden
| = = = and ample parking space. Not only is it
the perfect size but the location is perfect
for a multitude of attractions. The house is situated on the doorstep of a sprawling,
cosmopolitan city with all of its many attractions and both the coast and pretty
countryside are less than an hour’s drive away. What’s more the cost is negligible and
there is flexibility on arrival/departure dates.

So why on earth am | hesitating?

The answer is simple. The property | have just described is my house in sunny
Manchester and, though | love the place, | shudder at the thought of taking what a
growing number of crowing enthusiasts are calling the ‘staycation’.

This annoying word has been coined to describe taking a vacation in the so-called
comfort of your own home. It’s a concept that is already big in America and is now
finding increasing appeal here in the UK, and frankly I'm baffled.

| accept that practical concerns may make it impossible for some people to take a
proper holiday. The credit crunch has hit the pocket hard and this doubtless explains
why a recent survey found that 58% of Brits are more likely to spend their summer
holiday at home, taking local day trips. What | cannot understand is why those who do
have the choice to go away still think staying at home is a better option.

They boast about reducing their carbon footprint, dodging the chaos of airport check-
ins and skipping all that scuffling for a sun lounger. Some — usually those without
children — maintain that to youngsters a beach is a beach, whether it's in Southport or
the South Pacific.

Last week, when | was asked to debate this issue on the radio, | almost lost the will to
live as a female journalist rhapsodised about her staycation: long lie-ins, catching up
with friends, visiting local exhibitions... the list unfortunately was endless. It sounded
as riveting as a weekend spent grouting the bathroom (which was probably on her
staycation radar too). You see, in my mind, holidaying at home is a contradiction in
terms, since a change of scene is vital if we are to recover from the battering we get
from our 24/7 culture.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd. (4942-024)

The destination doesn’t
really matter, whether it’'s
sizzling in the Balearics
or camping in the Lake
District. What matters
is being out of the box,
going to a place where
even mundane, everyday
activities have a refreshing
appeal because the
location lacks familiarity.
You can't compare
bumping into the same
old jaded faces at your
; ¥ e N 1 local Tesco with buying
some milk from a tiny V|Ilage store in the nghlands or struggling with the lingo in a
French supermarché. A staycation is like groundhog day with a few trips to the local
museum thrown in. | simply don’t believe that the noble intentions and fabled benefits
of this new way of holidaying stand up to a moment’s scrutiny.
When you stay at home, all those exciting day trips are hemmed in by the four walls of
your routine. You return from your outing only to find the gas bill on the mat, a neighbour
at the door moaning about your communal fence panels or cornflakes shrivelling on
those breakfast dishes you forgot to wash up.
It's not even that cheap to stay at home. Last Sunday my husband and | took two of
our children out to hire bikes in the Cheshire countryside, about an hour away from
our home. The bill for the two bikes was £100 for three hours’ entertainment. Throw in
petrol and food and the final total was almost double. Multiply it all by a fortnight and
you'd be better off sitting on a beach in France.
To test the staycation theory, | planned to prolong the holiday feel of our day out with
a lovely supper outside in the garden. But when we got back the kids shot a withering
glance at the patio and slunk away to watch the Simpsons.
You see, a day trip might offer you family time, but back in the house it’s open season
for all the routine things that compete for our attention. And then there is work. If we
stayed at home, my husband would be sneaking into his office every time my back
was turned. And I'd also find it hard to resist the lure of e-mails for fear of losing some
lucrative job.
Now, | don't really care where we end up this summer, so long as it's not at home. |
won’'t miss my cotton sheets and my fitted kitchen. I'll swap it all for anywhere as long
as | only have to see my house as a retreating vision in the rear view mirror. Hopefully,
I'll return feeling renewed, recharged and with an added appreciation of my home
comforts. Something tells me taking a staycation dip in our back garden paddling pool
just wouldn’t have the same effect.

Angela Epstein
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You have to give a talk to your classmates about your hobby or special interest to
try to encourage others to get involved.

Write down what you would say. [30]
Content and organisation (15 marks)
0 marks: nothing worthy of credit.

Band 1 1-3 marks

e basic awareness of the purpose and format of the task

e some awareness of the reader / intended audience

e some relevant content despite uneven coverage of the topic

e simple sequencing of ideas provides some coherence

e paragraphs may be used to show obvious divisions or group ideas into some order

o thereis alimited range of vocabulary with little variation of word choice for
meaning or effect

Band 2 4-7 marks
o shows awareness of the purpose and format of the task
e shows awareness of the reader / intended audience

e asense of purpose shown in content coverage and some reasons are given in
support of opinions and ideas

e sequencing of ideas provides coherence

e paragraphs are logically ordered and sequenced (e.g. topic sentences are
supported by relevant detail)

e aclear attempt to adapt style to purpose / audience

e there is some range of vocabulary, occasionally selected to convey precise
meaning or to create effect

Band 3  8-11 marks
o shows clear understanding of the purpose and format of the task

e shows clear awareness of the reader / intended audience

e clear sense of purpose shown in content coverage; appropriate reasons given in
support of opinions / ideas

e ideas are shaped into coherent arguments
e paragraphs are used consciously to structure the writing
e styleis adapted to purpose / audience

e thereis arange of vocabulary selected to convey precise meaning or to create
effect

Band 4 12-15 marks

e shows sophisticated understanding of the purpose and format of the task

e shows sustained awareness of the reader / intended audience

e content coverage is well-judged, detailed and pertinent

e arguments are convincingly developed and supported by relevant detail

e ideas are selected and prioritised to construct sophisticated argument

e paragraphs are effectively varied in length and structure to control progression

o confident and sophisticated use of a range of stylistic devices adapted to
purpose/audience

¢ awide range of appropriate, ambitious vocabulary is used to create effect or
convey precise meaning

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.





Sentence structure, punctuation and spelling (15 marks)

0 marks: nothing worthy of credit.

Band 1 1-3 marks

e sentences are mostly simple or compound

e compound sentences are linked or sequenced by conjunctions such as ‘and’ or
‘50’

e punctuation (full stops, commas, capital letters to demarcate sentences) is
attempted where appropriate and with some accuracy

e the spelling of simple words is usually accurate

e control of tense and agreement is uneven

Band 2 4-7 marks

e sentences are varied and both compound and complex sentences are used

e thereis use of some subordination to achieve clarity and economy

e some control of arange of punctuation, including the punctuation of direct
speech

e the spelling of simple and polysyllabic words is usually accurate

e control of tense and agreement is generally secure

Band 3 8-11 marks

e arange of grammatical structures is used to vary the length and focus of
sentences

e simple, compound and complex sentences are used to achieve particular
effects

e arange of punctuation is used accurately to structure sentences and texts,
sometimes to create deliberate effects, including parenthetic commas

e most spelling, including that of irregular words, is usually correct

e control of tense and agreement is secure

Band 4 12-15 marks

e there is appropriate and effective variation of sentence structure

e thereis a sophisticated use of simple, compound and complex sentences to
achieve particular effects

e accurate punctuation is used to vary pace, clarify meaning, avoid ambiguity and
create deliberate effects

e virtually all spelling, including that of complex irregular words, is correct

e tense changes are used confidently and purposefully

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.





Additional task-specific guidance
Good answers may include some of the following features:

e clear understanding of format/task

e a sustained sense of register and purpose which meets the requirement for a talk (for
example, a lively, opinionated or passionate approach)

e positioning and establishing a relationship with the reader via devices such as asides,
guestions, humour, use of active or passive voice and other devices (clear sense of
engagement with audience)

e aclear and coherent approach/viewpoint (perhaps looking in detail at some aspects of
the topic or ranging more widely)

e alogical structure within which any arguments are pursued effectively and clearly

e an evident sense of cohesion with material linked effectively (use of
connectives/subordination)

e arange of appropriate and well-selected details to illustrate and give substance to ideas
and opinions (skilful use of facts/figures/anecdotes)

e some development of ideas and opinions to give substance to the writing

¢ ability to move from the general to the particular or vice-versa (specific examples used
within a coherent approach to the topic)

e expression is clear, accurate and controlled (the best answers will show ambition and
sophistication as well as accuracy)

Less successful answers may be characterised by some of the following features:

e uncertain grasp of task/format

e uncertain sense of purpose and register (for example, ignoring the requirement for a talk
that will be given to a very specific audience)

e very limited awareness of the reader/audience

e less secure control of structure (uncertain or random sequencing)

e content is thin, brief and lacking substance (perhaps uncertain in direction)

e atendency for details to be handled in isolation with limited sense of linking or cohesion
(uneasy with connectives/subordination)

e details are thin or generalised with little sense of development (for example, a single
sentence for each topic such as everyone enjoys this activity)

¢ limited development of ideas/opinions and a tendency to simple assertion

e expression lacks fluency and clarity (a tendency to be awkward/clumsy and limited in
ambition)

e errors are basic and/or numerous
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SECTION B: 30 Marks
In this section you will be assessed for the quality of your writing skills.

Half of the marks are awarded for content and organisation; half of the marks are awarded for
sentence structure, punctuation and spelling.

Think about the purpose and audience for your writing.

You should aim to write between 350-500 words.

lZIII You have to give a talk to your classmates about your hobby or special interest to try to
encourage others to get involved.

Write down what you would say. [30]

The space below can be used to plan your work.
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